Medical Care in Schools by M Willis MA and M McLachlan MB ChB pp viii +216 £3.25 London: Edward Arnold 1977 I enjoyed this book very much. Obviously a great deal of thought and industry has been put into the writing of it and the result is a book which should be made easily available to both teachers and doctors in every school. The general layout is excellent, and I particularly liked the section in each chapter headed 'Points for Teachers'. The book is written so that it can be read easily and the sections which could be described as medical are presented in simple language understandable to the non-medical reader.
It is almost an impertinence, in such a helpful, well-considered and comprehensive book, to point to omissionsindeed, they are hard to find. I would have liked a comment of pityriasis rosea and a more specific reference to tinea cruris in the chapter on skin conditions, and one must regret the omission of the Medical Officers of Schools Association in the section devoted to useful addresses.
Yet these are minor, almost trivial, comments on a book which contains helpful chapters on such subjects as smoking, drugs, alcohol, safety and comfort in school and school journeys; I found these latter two particularly interesting and helpful. I liked the stress given to the value of close cooperation between schools, the social and medical services and of seeing parents as well as hearing from them. I would commend this book wholeheartedly to all school teachers, doctors and administrators and congratulate the authors on providing a comprehensive thesis on medical care in schools which is long overdue. Livingstone 1977 Arthur Rook can be relied upon to select items of interest and in 'Recent Advances in Dermatology 4', he lives up to his reputation. Eleven separate topics are discussed, starting with opportunism and skin infections, and ending with drug reactions. The interest in this last chapter extends a fair way beyond dermatologists, and anyone who thinks all drug reactions are allergic should read this chapter. Arthur Rook himself discusses common baldness (a term he prefers to male pattern alopecia) and alopecia areata, and is joint author of another chapter on arthropods and the skin. English dermatologists will be surprised to find a chapter on sexually transmitted diseases, but we must remember that these books have a wider circulation than the United Kingdom and in most countries dermatology and venereal diseases still form a joint specialty. This chapter is of considerable interest in showing how many conditions are now considered as sexually transmitted and in recording the recent work in relation to nonspecific urethritis, now the commonest sexually transmitted disease diagnosed in the UK.
The other items discussed include: tropical skin diseases in temperate climates; sweat glands and their disorders; leg ulcers; tumours of the skin; topical therapy; and ionizing radiation in benign dermatoses. For each chapter there is a very full bibliography and although this makes the book a little hard to read, as all the references are quoted in the text, it does greatly add to the value of the book as a work of reference. Recent London: Academic Press New journals on alcoholism or drug problems have recently been coming up like mushrooms, and the scene threatens to become crowded. Anyone who produces yet another journal to serve this sector of studies should therefore be expected to show good cause.
Here is the first number of a publication which appears as the official journal of the American Medical Society on Alcoholism, and the Research Society on Alcoholism. The journal also expects to represent the American National Council on Alcoholism. The editor, in his introduction, declares that alcoholism is a diseasewhich is the received dogma of the NCA. The introduction also states that the journal's material is to come largely from papers presented at meetings of the organizations which it represents. This might seem not to be a particularly promising prospectan allegiance to NCA dogma, and reliance on source for material which might suggest a pretty mixed bag. Despite these reservations, in the event this first number is absolutely first rate. Rather than a scattering of papers on many different subjects, there is a group of reports on the metabolism of alcohol, followed by a series dealing with brain damage, and finally an extremely in-
